YEAR 11 INTO 12 SUMMER TRANSITION TASK

GEOGRAPHY

Qualification/Level | A-Level

Examination Board [ AQA

Hand into: Mrs Warr, Mrs Walton, Mr Parsons, Mr Paull
Duration: 5 hours

We expect students joining the Sponne School to complete a transition piece of work for each
subject between the end of Key Stage 4 and the start of Key Stage 5. The purpose of this task is to
develop understanding about geographical investigations and to build upon skills from the GCSE to
support the independent investigation, which is 20% of the A-Level. This piece is assessed and then
is used in lessons to provide an opportunity for students to apply the A Level Independent
Investigation Mark Scheme, whereby students can generate their own feedback.

The Task:

Carry out an independent fieldwork investigation into an aspect of Geography which interests you. It
should:

-contain no more than 1500 words, including all text, tables, figures and headings.

-be produced on a computer, finished and printed out ready to be handed in.

-be entirely your own work.

You must not base your fieldwork investigation on any previous school fieldwork.

NOTE: Be creative with your fieldwork and investigation focus. Make sure you focus on something
specific and manageable

Some examples of how this task can be completed are:

- Looking at change in something over time and space e.g. temperature change or traffic count

- virtually for example using Google Street View to compare two locations

- through secondary data collected via the internet for example census data, rightmove

- using primary data collected electronically for example using Google Forms

- on a small scale e.g. in the garden

- Some ideas are microclimates, movement of people, impacts of isolation, what makes a place
unique, small-scale ecosystems.

Section 1: Question, hypothesis and literature review

First read this webpage:
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/16-18-geography/route-to-enquiry/planning/

Use the guidance on the website above to help you decide on your general theme (e.g. microclimates),
then come up with 1 hypothesis that you are going to investigate and test. Then use the internet to
research information about the topic you’re investigating. For example, if you're looking at microclimate,
you might want to research information on how microclimates are formed, or where they’re likely to be
found. Try to aim for 3 different sources of information. Write up the information found and include
your references at the end of your work.


https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/16-18-geography/route-to-enquiry/planning/

Section 2: Risk Assessment

It is very important that you do not put your safety at risk whilst carrying out fieldwork.

Please note: DO NOT carry out any fieldwork involving water (e.g. rivers, ponds, lakes, the sea), and if
you are working near roads always act safely and sensibly.

Please create and complete a ‘Risk Assessment Table’ like this, it should include between 2 and 4
hazards:-

HAZARD WHOM | RISK (WHAT HARM INITIAL RISK CONTROL MEASURES FINAL RISK RATING
MIGHT BE MIGHT BE RATING (LOW,MEDIUM,
HARMED? CAUSED?) (LOW,MEDIUM, HIGH)
HIGH)
Crossing | Student | Road traffic Medium Use zebra crossings. Look Low
road accident both ways twice.

Section 3: Methods of Data Collection

Read through the following webpage. It describes a range of fieldwork techniques you could use:
https://mrsgeographyblog.wordpress.com/2017/01/13/eighty-fieldwork-techniques

You will need to create and complete a ‘Methods of Data Collection Table’, describing and justifying the
primary and/or secondary fieldwork methods you will use in your investigation. You must carry out at
least 2 methods; these should be included in your table and used in your analysis section. You might
also want to include qualitative and quantitative methods. Each method should also use a sampling
strategy.

Find more information on sampling strategies here:
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Fieldwork/Essential/(
Area%202)%20Methods%200f%20Field%20Investigation.pdf

NAME OF METHODOLOGY SAMPLING STRATEGY JUSTIFICATION

TECHNIQUE (What will | do? / How will | Which strategy didyou | (How does it help you test your
(Method'?) it work?) use and why? hypothesis?)

Google Forms | | will send a Google Random sampling | People should have experience &
Questionnaire | Form to 20 to minimise bias knowledge of changes in the area

randomly-selected
people from school to
complete my survey

Section 4: Data presentation and analysis

Please read: https://www.geography-fieldwork.org/a-level/before-starting/data-presentation/

and https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/route-to-enquiry/conclusions/

In this section you should present the results of your primary fieldwork and secondary research. This
could take the form of graphs, charts, field sketches, annotated photos, annotated maps & GIS maps. As
with your methods, you should consider what the most appropriate methods are.

Once you've presented your data, analyse it using the TEAMC method (trend, evidence, anomaly,
manipulate, connections). Use this to explain your findings too. The table below explains more:

Trend Evidence Anomaly Manipulate Connection



https://mrsgeographyblog.wordpress.com/2017/01/13/eighty-fieldwork-techniques/
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Fieldwork/Essential/(Area%202)%20Methods%20of%20Field%20Investigation.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Fieldwork/Essential/(Area%202)%20Methods%20of%20Field%20Investigation.pdf
https://www.geography-fieldwork.org/a-level/before-starting/data-presentation/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/route-to-enquiry/conclusions/

What is the
pattern shown?
E.g. What is the
general direction
(increase/decreas
e?) Is there a
relationship
between
variables?

What data did you
collect to support
this trend?

Does any of your
data not fit the
pattern? Is there
an “odd one out?”
why do you think
this might be?

Manipulate your
data! For
example, turn a
finding int a
percentage (e.g.
“36% of
respondents
found..”)

Can you find the
mean or range in
your data set?

Are there any
connections
between your
data?For example,
is it always hotter
in the afternoon?
Is there more
traffic in the
morning?

Section 5: Conclusion and Evaluation

Please read:

https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Fieldwork/Essential/(

Area%204)%20Conclusion,%20Evaluation%20and%20Presentation.pdf

You should write a conclusion for your hypothesis and fully answer your overall question. For example, if

you have a “two what extent” question, have you concluded “to a

Your conclusion should reexamine your findings and give evidence too.

Evaluation

extent?”

You should explain any issues with your fieldwork techniques and any issues with your data

presentation. You should also consider the impact these have on the reliability of your conclusion. This
is an opportunity to discuss the positives and improvements of your work, including the methodology,

data collection and results. You could also consider any ethical considerations of your fieldwork.

Section 7: Bibliography and Appendices

This section should contain the following subsections:-

Sources of Secondary Data: This should be a list of all the sources you have used which you did not

produce yourself. It should include any websites, books, articles, maps, photos etc. you have used.

Appendices: You are NOT required to include appendices, but you may wish to include a small selection
of the raw data you have collected, only if you have referred to it in your investigation.

Other useful web resources (please copy & paste these URLs into your browser search bar):-

www.geography.org.uk/download/GA_P16Confl10Pointon.ppt

http://www.metlink.org/experimentsdemonstrations/



https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Fieldwork/Essential/(Area%204)%20Conclusion,%20Evaluation%20and%20Presentation.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Fieldwork/Essential/(Area%204)%20Conclusion,%20Evaluation%20and%20Presentation.pdf

