
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21st April 2026 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re:  UCAS Discovery Exhibition, University of Bedfordshire - Thursday 25th June 2026  
 

This year we are taking our Year 12 students to the UCAS Discovery Exhibition being held at the 
University of Bedfordshire on Thursday 25th June 2026.  
 

The exhibition will give students the opportunity to speak with experts from universities, colleges 
and industry professionals as they begin to plan towards their next steps after sixth form. In recent 
years more than 150 institutions have exhibited at this event. Non-higher education exhibitors are 
also present at the event, with a variety of apprenticeship providers and employers.  
 

The exhibition offers: 
● The chance to explore and meet representatives from various universities, colleges and 
employers face to face 

● Speak with employers about what an apprenticeship is like and options available 

● Listen to talks from experts in their fields and UCAS experts on your options 

● Attend taster sessions, delivered by university lectures. 
● Chance to speak with current student and chance to attend student talks and Q&As 

● Expert advice on how to research and choose what’s right for you. 
 

There is no cost to students to enter the UCAS exhibition; however, we need to book coaches to 
travel to Bedford and back and we therefore must ask for a contribution of £12.50 per student to 
cover this cost.  
 

We will be leaving Sponne at 10.10am in order to arrive in time for the 11.30am – 1.30pm session; 
it is recommended that students bring a packed lunch with them or money to buy lunch from the 
food court (we cannot guarantee what will be on offer), as we do not anticipate returning to school 
until around 3pm (approx). If your young person is entitled to Free School Meals and would like to 
take advantage of this, we will need to know ahead of time so a packed lunch can be prepared 
and provided on the day. Please email trips@sponne.org.uk to confirm, the student will need to 
go and collect from the canteen in the morning. 
 



 

 

As students will be talking to institutions which they may be looking to attend in the future, it is 
important that they dress in a way which will make a good first impression.  The usual school dress 
code is expected.  Students will be expected to behave inline with the schools behaviour policy 
and will be allowed to explore the exhibition in small groups independently.   
 

We will use the information you have provided on the Data Checking Sheet if we need to contact 
you in an emergency. 
 

The trip is now open and active on TSCO Scopay for all eligible students. If you wish your son / 
daughter to go on this trip, click on the name of the trip, enter the payment amount, add it to the 
basket and proceed to payment.  A voluntary contribution of £12.50 will be required by 4th June 
2026 to confirm their place. Please note that making payment is also taken as granting consent to 
attend. Please be aware that if insufficient funds are received or if numbers of students are too 
low, it may be necessary to cancel the trip. All payments for school trips/events are non-refundable 
unless otherwise stated.  
 

All payments should be made via TSCO Scopay. If you require any assistance, please contact the 
Trip Administrator trips@sponne.org.uk or on 01327 350284.  
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs H Mort    Mr O. John 

Head of Sixth Form Assistant Head of Sixth Form 

 
 

 


