
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
21st May 2026 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Lake District Year 13 Geography Trip – November 2026 

The Geography Department is delighted to offer pupils the opportunity to join us at the Field Studies Centre in 
Blencathra to undertake primary data collection necessary for their Independent Non-Examined Assessment 
(NEA). This is a 3-4000 word coursework report which is internally marked, and moderated by AQA and 
contributes to 20% of the final grade. All A-Level students are required to complete this independent investigation 
in relation to processes in human or physical geography.  

Sponne School have worked with the Field Studies Council (FSC) in Blencathra for almost 10 years because they 
specialise in Geography fieldwork and they have helped to create a personalised programme of study which 
supports our pupils both with their NEA and their exams.  

Dates: Wednesday 11th November – Friday 13th November 2026 

Depart: Wednesday 11th November: Pupils should be on the School’s Bus Park by 6.45am at the latest for a 
7am departure. Pupils will need a packed lunch, all other food will be provided by the centre.  

Return: Friday 13th November: We aim to arrive back at Sponne School for 6-7pm on the Friday evening. 

A full itinerary will be available closer to the departure date. An equipment list is attached with this letter. 
Information about the centre can be found on their website (http://www.field-studies-
council.org/centres/blencathra.aspx).  

The total cost of the trip is £344.00.  
 
The trip is now open and active on TSCO Scopay for all eligible students. If you wish your son / daughter to go on 
this trip, click on the name of the trip, enter the payment amount, add to basket and proceed to payment.  A 
voluntary non-refundable deposit of £100 is requested by 4th June 2026 to confirm their place. Please note that 
making payment is also taken as granting consent to attend. Please be aware that if insufficient funds are received 
or if numbers of students are too low, it may be necessary to cancel the trip.  
 
We kindly request that by securing a place on this trip, parents/carers are in agreement to follow the Payment 
Plan detailed below. It is important that the Plan is adhered to as it enables School to be able to fulfil an arranged 
commitment with the trip operator to pay invoices in instalments.  It is also designed to spread the cost for parents 
before the final date so that a large sum does not become due in one instalment.    

Payment Plan (minimum amounts to be paid each month): 

£115 by the 4th June 2026 

£115 by the 4th July 2026 

£114 by the 4th August 2026 
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Please be advised that should a place be booked for your son/daughter and they later withdraw, we always 
endeavour to find a replacement student for the place. However if this is not possible, the trip operators' terms 
and conditions state they will retain a minimum of their first deposit amount and up to 100% of the trip price 
depending on the date of withdrawal. 
 
Should concerns be raised by school staff regarding behaviour or attendance issues of students, the school 
reserves the right to withdraw places on the trip at any time. Should this become necessary no refunds of 
monies paid will be forthcoming other than as per the trip operator’s terms and conditions above.  

As this is a curriculum related activity connected to their course, any students eligible for the Post 16 Bursary may 
use this to offset the cost of the trip and should contact Sarah White, on swhite@sponne.org.uk or on ext 7119 at 
the school for further information.  

 

Yours faithfully, 
 
Mrs R Warr  
Humanities 
Contact:  
rwarr@sponne.org.uk  
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Kit List 
 

● Packed lunch for the first day 
● A lunch box or container to store lunches made at the centre - the centre only provides brown bags for 

sandwiches.  

● Comfortable footwear for travelling and to wear around the centre 
● Sturdy footwear suitable for walking a reasonable distance in the countryside on mountainous terrain 

and around towns (these will get muddy on paths that are wet or are not tarmaced) therefore walking 
boots are ideal 

● Waterproof jacket and Waterproof trousers (you may be outside all day in the rain) 
● Additional warm coats - at least 3 as you will be outside all day in November 
● Gloves, Hat and Scarf 
● Clothes for four days (some sport-type clothes are sensible as base layers!) 
● At least 1 pair of trousers that are not jeans  
● Pyjamas 
● Toiletries and Personal Medication 
● Towel 

● Pencil case including at least 2 pens and 2 pencils 
● A notebook/pad 
● A clipboard (if students own one) 
● Small rucksack (not over arm/shoulder bag as these are very uncomfortable for a day out in the 

countryside!) 
● Additional Snacks 
● Refillable Water Bottle 
● Flask (if you like hot drinks, as facilities are provided by the centre for students to access these free of 

charge) 
● Optional – spending money (you may have a small amount of free time, and may wish to buy a coffee or 

souvenir) 
● A small board game/pack of cards. No footballs etc.  

 
 
We recommend that you do not take any valuables with you (e.g. tablets, portable speakers,).  If you do bring 
such items, we cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage they may suffer. 
  
PLEASE NOTE: The centre provides bedding and pillows, so sleeping bags etc. are not required 
 
 
Behaviour 

 

Expectations for behaviour remain the same on the field trip than at school. There will be consequences back in 

school for misbehaviour on the trip. 

 

Whilst we appreciate that there may be pupils on the trip legally old enough to buy alcohol/cigarettes/vapes etc, 

whilst in our care, pupils are not permitted to buy or consume alcohol or engage in smoking or vaping. 


